a resolution at the UNGA

is vital for progress
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Addressing Human
Rights, Ethical,

Humanitarian and
Security Concerns

utonomous weapons systems raise Discussions within other forums have so far
rofound legal, ethical, humanitarian and been incapable of providing a holistic approach
13 | ecurity challenges. Their development to the wide range of concerns raised by AWS.
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appropriate rules and regulations are with the development and use of AWS, and
onsidered to respond to these risks. for states to demonstrate their commitment
to upholding fundamental values, norms, and
laws in the face of emerging technologies.

S 0P 0 00 §, 0 ©
J | g T2 .-
VTP e 0 0o o YERP

o s el ey 9 @y

B X,

i s,




Inclusive
Multilateralism

The UNGA serves as a forum where states
from all around the world can work together
to engage with the serious concerns

posed by autonomous weapons systems
and develop an internationally agreed
response. Through the UNGA, states

can foster multilateralism and promote
transparency, confidence-building, and
cooperation among states on this issue,
which concerns the whole of humanity.
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the UN Secretary-
General’s Call

In A New Agenda for Peace, published in
July 2023, the UN Secretary-General issued
an urgent call for states to adopt a treaty to
prohibit and regulate autonomous weapons
systems by 2026. The call was made after
extensive consultations with states and
stakeholders, and follows a joint statement
made by 70 States at the 77th Session of
the UNGA calling for the Secretary-General
to proactively engage on this issue and
urge states to make progress. The First
Committee resolution would give support
to the UN Secretary-General’s call by
creating a process for all states to submit
their views and suggest pathways towards
the launch of international negotiations.

The UN Secretary-General’s continued
involvement would also enable the undertaking
of comprehensive risk assessments and
identification of potential safeguards to deal
with these challenges. Through research,

expert analysis, and multidisciplinary
collaboration, Secretary-General can foster a
deeper understanding of the implications of

the use of AWS, and fuel the development of an
international response. The resolution would
facilitate the convening of relevant stakeholders,
including member states, international
organizations, civil society, experts, and industry
representatives, to exchange ideas and develop
a comprehensive and internationally agreed
framework to address the risks posed by AWS.




Building upon

existing work

The resolution would complement
ongoing multilateral discussions. For the
past 10 years, states parties to the CCW
have considered the development of the
normative and operational framework for
AWS. A wide range of views have been
proposed, with the majority of states
calling for an international legally binding
instrument. The Human Rights Council
has stressed ‘the imperative that the
human element remains central in the
use of force’ and at the UNGA in October
2022, 70 states said in a joint statement
that autonomy in weapons systems ‘raise
serious concerns from humanitarian,
legal, security, technological and ethical
perspectives’. However, despite lengthy
UN discussions, substantive outcomes
have failed to reflect widespread demands
for substantive progress to be made.

Building upon this existing work, including
consideration of the range of individual and
group working papers submitted by states at
the CCW, the resolution offers the potential for
states’ positions to be fully reflected in a report
of the UN Secretary-General. This would help
ensure that the positive contributions made by
states are adequately captured and presented
in a forward looking document. This process
would not only serve to clarify and substantiate
existing work, but would provide a guiding
vision for the future direction of work.




A Signal

for Urgent Action

The development and use of AWS
presents serious risks to all of humanity.
Already, over 90 states, the International
Committee of the Red Cross, experts in
technology and artificial intelligence, and
civil society organizations around the
world have warned of the serious dangers
posed by AWS and called for the urgent
launch of international negotiations of a
legally binding instrument. There is now
an imminent risk of the development and
use of AWS proliferating around the world,
with potentially catastrophic consequences
for international peace and security.

Conclusion

The emergence of AWS presents a
formidable challenge that demands
global cooperation and concerted
action. After 10 years of international
discussions without concrete
outcomes, a UNGA resolution is now
vital for making progress towards

an international framework. By
fostering collaboration to address
the legal, ethical, humanitarian and
security concerns, a resolution at

The resolution is imperative for signaling the
urgent need for international action, and a
willingness of states to undertake that action.
While a wide range of states have recognised
this urgency, both within their national
capacity and within group statements, a
resolution calling for urgent progress to be
made would be the strongest expression of
international demand for progress. This would
fuel international action on the issue, and
have a positive impact on inter-governmental
efforts to urgently launch negotiations.

the UNGA would provide a crucial
platform for states to urgently and
effectively safeguard against the
serious risks posed by AWS.

Through supporting the resolution, states have
an opportunity to collectively overcome the
serious risks posed by AWS and build a future
that upholds international law, ethical principles,

peace, and security for all. Stop Killer Robots
urges all states to support the resolution at the
First Committee of 78th Session of the UNGA
in October 2023 and demonstrate that world
leaders are able and willing to safeguard the
rights and dignities of humanity in the face

of rapidly advancing technological change.




